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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Greetings Top Cats 

We are now almost halfway through the 
dark period of the year. With any luck the 
above average temps will translate into 
some early spring riding. In the meantime, 
we have a few things to keep us con-
nected to each other and our sport. Our 
yearly banquet will be held on the 10th of 
February. The Millrose Brewery has done a 
nice job the past couple of years and we 
expect nothing less this year. It's also a 
chance for those of you who are not able 
to make many of our monthly meetings to 
become reacquainted with your friends. 
The annual International Motorcycle 
Show is that weekend as well. There is 
always a lot to see there. Expect to see a 
group of Top Cats meeting for breakfast 
and going to the show together. (Watch 
your emails for details) 

Look for some type of winter activity in 
March. Our January trip to Medieval 
Times was very successful with 16 Top 
Cats attending. The activities team is 
looking at some other possible outings. 

Last year ended with a carryover of chal-
lenges. One was getting the web site cur-
rent and useful once again. Thanks to 
Andy K., and with a lot of help from Mark 
Heller, we are almost back in business. The 
goal is to make sure that accuracy takes 
priority over complexity. 

Now is a good time to make your plans to 
ride to Sturgis with the Top Cats. Never 
been there? Are you new to the club? 

Not sure if you can handle it? Let me 
assure you that the Top Cats have a 
recipe for a safe, fun time in the Black Hills. 
There are nice places to stay that hold 
blocks of rooms for us, planned side trips 
to Mount Rushmore and other sites led by 
some of the more seasoned Sturgis veter-
ans and of course an organized trip out 
there. Riders of all levels can make it. Two 
years ago we had near record atten-
dance, with a ton of new people joining 
us. Schedule your vacation and book 
your rooms now. Feel free to talk to me or 
anyone else who has been there. It's a 
good time. 

It has often been pointed out that the 
best way to get know your fellow Top Cats 
is to go on one of the overnight events, 
We will have plenty to choose from this 
year. Door County, Davenport, Iowa, 
Sturgis, and Southwest Wisconsin to name 
a few. You never know what you are 
going to see and hear. 

Gary 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  
Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Smith Greg Director 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities/Hotline 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 630-327-8139 Bcarmody@email.com  
Strickler Peggy MSF 847-438-3162 chameleonbiker@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES  
February - May 2007 

Feb o6 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Feb 10 Top Cats Banquet Milrose Brewery S. Barrington 6:0opm Top Cats Board 
Feb 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 
Feb 25 GRASS Class Connie's Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:3oam R. Case 
Mar o6 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Mar 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7: 3 opm G. Brandt 
Apr o3 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 
Apr 10 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 
Apr 15 Kickoff Ride TBD TBD TBD Andy Konsewicz 
Apr 28 Long Distance Ride TBD TBD TBD L. Scalzitti 
May 01 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 
May 06 G.R.A.S.S Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:3oam R. Case 
May 08 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:3opm G. Brandt 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
(January 2, 2007) 

By Keith Zawila. 

President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm 
at Durty Nellie's. 

Chuck offered his gratitude to all of the Executive Committee and 
Board members for their hard work and efforts during this past 
year. Chuck awarded outgoing and incoming members their 
Black/Gold insignia patches and rockers. Chuck turned over the 
gavel and the "#2 spot" to our new President, Gary Brandt. 

Gary Brandt (President) thanked Chuck for all his contributions 
during his tenure, and offered his thoughts of appreciation to the 
outgoing Committee and Board members. 

We welcomed the following guests: Joan DeRango (guest of Dan 
and Peggy Strickler), and John Ernst ((guest of Lynn Adams). 

Gary shared Executive Committee and Board member responsibil-
ities for this year. They are as follows: 

Activities/Hotline/Email (Gary Brandt) 	Committee Chair - 
Greg Smith/Muriel Brandt 

ROAR (John Lunde) 	  .Committee Chair - 
John LaMonica 

Long Distance (Tom Malia) 	Committee Chair - 
Larry Scalzitti 

Safety/MSF (Keith Zawila) 	Committee Chair - 
Wayne Kirkpatrick/Peggy Strickler 

Membership (Lynn Adams) 	Committee Chair - 
Bob Carmody 

Web Site (Andy Konsewicz) 	Committee Chair - 
Outsourced 

Charity Ride (Lynn Adams) 	Committee Chair - 
Greg Smith/John LaMonica 

John Lunde (Vice President) 
Mentioned John LaMonica will be this year's editor of ROAR. 
Anyone willing to assist John with the work required for this activ-
ity would be appreciated. Any and all articles are welcome. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Plans are progressing on this year's Charity Ride (to be held July 
29th). A 'cash' raffle is planned, with ticket prices expected to be 
$10/ticket. The ride will begin and end at Volo. We'll continue 
the 'silent auction' we had last year. Any contributions of items for 
the auction are welcome, as are donations to sponsor various 
items used for the ride. If you'd like to help make this event a suc-
cess, please contact Lynn, Greg Smith, or John LaMonica. 

Introduced Bob Carmody who reported there are no new members 
to present this month. The membership renewal process is pro-
gressing, with Email notification recently sent out to the member-
ship. To date, about 1 /3 of the membership has renewed. 

Gary Brandt (President) 
Introduced Greg Smith for an update on activities. Greg remind-
ed us of the outings planned for Medieval Times (Jan 26), and our 
annual Banquet at Millrose Brewing (Feb 10). Check the website 
for additional information. 
Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick, who reiterated Bard Boand's inter-
est in finding out how many members are considering riding out 
to Sturgis this year. Please contact Bard. 
Gary mentioned the June 1st Door County ride. We'll be staying 
at the Wagon Trail resort. We currently have a number of rooms 
reserved for us. If these fill up, we have the opportunity of acquir-
ing more. 

Carl Marcyan (Past Treasurer) 
We have $960 in our Charity Ride account, and $6,500 in our 
Operating Account. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick. Wayne reminded members of the 
January 28 Road Captains meeting to be held at Connie's begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. 
Wayne introduced Jim Heniff for a safety tip. Jim discussed new 
year's resolutions and practicing what you preach. This is a good 
time of year to check over your gear. Inspect your helmet for 
dents, cracks, and general condition. Is the liner worn out? Are 
the straps worn or frayed? Is the face shield scratched and prop-
erly attached? If there is any question on it's overall condition, this 
might be a good time to shop for a new one. How about your 
rainsuit (does it have any holes or tears in it)? What about the 
condition of your jacket? Now is a good time to check on them 
and have them replaced or repaired before you really need to use 
them. 
Ric Case mentioned the GRASS class scheduled for February 25th 
at Connie's. 
Keith Zawila offered a safety tip on road rage (see the upcoming 
article in ROAR). Comments were taken from the floor. 
Gary mentioned other duties to be done by Committee 
Members Windy Krepel (recruitment of new members), Chuck 
Prettyman (assisting new members in becoming comfortable with 
the club), Andy Konsewicz (reviewing/working on meeting loca-
tions), John Lunde (2008 annual banquet), Windy Krepel 
(Progressive Dinner Ride), and Greg Smith (50/50 raffle). 

Carl Marcyan thanked the TopCats membership for all the condo-
lences he and his family received on the recent passing of his 
father. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm. 



TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
(January 9, 2007) 

By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: 
Present: Gary Brandt, John Lunde, Keith Zawila, Lynn 
Adams, Windy Krepel, Andy Konsewicz 

Absent: Chuck Prettyman, Tom Malia. 

Guests: Greg Smith 

Proceedings: 

President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 7:40 
pm. 

The Minutes from the December meeting, previously dis-
tributed, were approved. 

In Tom Malia's absence, no financial report was avail-
able. 

Gary Brandt (President) 
Referring to By-Laws Article IV, Section 4, a recommen-
dation was made to fill the balance of Tom Malia's 
Directorship (1 year). After some discussion, a motion 
was made to have Greg Smith fill the position. The 
motion was accepted. Greg was awarded his Director 
patch and rocker. 

Gary provided an update on our annual renewals. To 
date, 69 members have paid their 2007 renewals. 16 
members have officially resigned. 37 members have 
been sent their 2nd renewal notice (of these, 5 said their 
check is in the mail). Members have until the end of 
February to renew. 

Greg Smith (Director) 
We currently have about 9 rides on our calendar. 4 
members have inquired about leading rides and becom-
ing Road Captains (Greg has referred these folks to 
Traveler for further information). We continue to pursue 
other 'non-riding' season activities over the next few 
months. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Presented Joan DeRango to the Board for membership. 
Joan's application was put to a vote and she was accept-
ed as a new member. Presented Fred Radke to the 
Board for membership. Since a few of the Board mem-
bers did not have the opportunity to meet and speak to 
Fred, it was decided to table the vote on Fred's applica-
tion until those Board members have the opportunity to 
speak with Fred at the next General meeting in February. 

Lynn provided an update on work being done for the 
Charity ride. A draft of the changes for the flyer and 

posters has been drawn up (these will be discussed with 
Sandra Hotton who has agreed to assist with this effort). 
The theme of this year's ride is "Ride for Dreams". Work 
is in progress for a live band to play at the event. A raf-
fle with cash prizes is planned: $5,000 (1st prize), $3,000 
(2nd), $1,000 (3rd), and $500 for 4th and 5th. Ticket 
prices will be $10, with 5,000 tickets initially printed. Ride 
registration fees are expected to be $20 (rider)/$15 
(Passenger) for advanced registration, and $25/$20 on 
the day of the event. The event will begin and end at the 
Volo Museum, with a stop at the Pepper Family 
Accessible Treehouse. We are actively looking for spon-
sors to assist with ride costs, as well as active participa-
tion by the membership to help make this event success-
ful. 

John Lunde (Vice President) 
Inquired if there was a method in place for a member to 
obtain a membership roster. It was confirmed members 
can contact Bob Carmody or the Membership Committee 
to receive a roster. 

Andy Konsewicz (Director) 
Indicated no major changes to the website are planned, 
although it needs to be updated to reflect recent Board 
and Committee changes. 

Gary Brandt (President) 
Indicated Chuck Prettyman has agreed to become our 
new members "mentor". While some details still need to 
be finalized and coordinated with the Membership 
Committee, Chuck's role would be to assist new mem-
bers in becoming acclimated with the club (i.e. inform 
them about Committee opportunities, working with their 
sponsor, etc). 

Updated us on the Annual Banquet (February 10th). 
Invitations have been sent to the membership. 
Approximately 5 members have RSVP'd to date. 

Provided information on a 1st aid kit being put together 
by one of our members (Amy Tober) who recently attend-
ed the Accident Management course. Gary proposed 
pursuing the creation of additional kits to be made avail-
able to our membership (this was accepted). 

Reminded us to review the proposed By-Law changes 
distributed last month (changes in the wording of the 
meeting notification requirements). These changes will 
be discussed at next month's Board meeting. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for February 6th, 7:30 pm 
at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 pm. 



Kaution Korner 
By Hawkeye 

We've been really lucky this winter. After 
that first big snowfall, we've had nearly a 
month of unusually warm weather, so 
lots of us have been able to get out on 
the road and ride. But now things are 
getting back to a more normal state of 
weather, so the bike might be sitting for 
longer periods of time now Therefore, it 
might be a good idea to do a few little 
maintenance chores during this down 
time, so the scooter will be ready for the 
next unexpected "bonus day", and safe to 
ride. 

Now would be a good time to lube the 
throttle, clutch and brake cables. Sitting 
in a cold garage for two or three weeks, 
can cause them to freeze up a bit, so 
before one might snap when you take it 
out the next time the temps reach 40, 
lube it now If you've got a chain, check 
the free play, adjust it, and give it a bath 
as well to keep the damp air from caus-
ing rust. Belt drive? Make sure it's adjust-
ed right, and there's not too much slack. 
A little squirt of oil on the throttle cable 
and brake and shift levers to make sure 
they're operating freely won't hurt 
either. 

ALWAYS check your tires for proper air 
pressure, wear, and cracks this time of 
the year, and if you've got spoke wheels, 
check to make sure all the spokes are 
tight and tuned properly. Check to make 
sure that the battery contacts haven't 
developed crud on them, as that is more 

likely to happen over the winter. 
Keeping a trickle charger on constantly 
will make sure the battery doesn't run 
down, but more importantly won't 
develop sulfates on the battery plates. 

I've already run through two tankfulls of 
gas that I'd treated with Stabil, so make 
sure the gas that's in your bike now is 
stabilized, just in case you can't get out 
to ride for 6 or 8 weeks. 

And while this isn't a safety tip: If you're 
thinking about doing any work or modi-
fications to your bike, do it now Order 
the parts, and get the work going. Don't 
wait until it gets close to the riding sea-
son, when some parts might be on back 
order, or if they send you the wrong 
parts, you'll still have time to get them 
replaced. Also, it's slow at the dealer, so 
they might be running specials on cer-
tain modifications, or give discounts on 
their flat rate service charges, just to 
keep their mechanics busy. Also, this 
time of the year, the dealers are more 
likely to pick up and deliver your bike 
for service with no charge, or travel a 
longer distance then they might other-
wise be inclined to do. Their dynos are 
sitting idle, so they may wish to deal 
with you on those Power Commander 
and muffler installations. Just remember, 
if you don't ask for a break, they usually 
won't offer one. The worst that can hap-
pen is they say no, but you'd be sur-
prised how much you can deal on this 
time of year. 



Mean Streets 
By Keith Zawila 

We've learned motorcycling consists of 80% - 90% 
mental processing. Winter's less envigorous pace 
provides us more time to think about things we 
might have seen or experienced. 

We've all heard stories of road rage. There was a 
widely circulated one about an incident that hap-
pened on Long Island. A rider was killed because a 
driver apparently thought he and a friend were being 
disrespectful. The riders passed the driver, who then 
proceeded to chase them at speeds up to 75 mph. 
They turned into a side road, where the driver rear-
ended the motorcyclist, pinning him between the car 
and the road. He then dragged him for 50 yards and 
slammed into a parked SUV, which caught fire. The 
driver tried to run away, but was caught. It seems this 
wasn't the first time he was charged. He had already 
served 6 months in prison for trying to run down his 
girlfriend while she was making a telephone call at a 
pay phone. 

So, we know the potential for road rage exists every-
where. And, because we're more vulnerable, we're 
more likely to come out on the wrong end of any sort 
of confrontation. 

Some things to consider: 

Don't provoke other drivers...don't cut them 
off, blast your horn, or offer any sort of gestures to 
them. 

If you run into an aggressive driver, stay cool 
and don't respond to aggression. 

If someone targets you, try changing lanes 
and slowing down.....back off. 

Don't stop. Many reports indicate drivers 
tried to force them to stop on the side of the 
road....you're only more vulnerable there. 

Change course. Take the next exit, or turn at 
the next street, or proceed somewhere where there 
are people. If you know where the local police sta-
tion is, start heading for it. 

Remember, you never want to get involved in a 
game of bumper tag. Especially when you don't 
have any bumpers to play with. 

RIDE FOR DREAMS 
By Lynn Adams 

Mark your calendars for the 11th Annual RIDE 
FOR DREAMS - Sunday, July 29, 2007 

For 2007, we are excited to announce that we 
have created a new name for the Top Cats -
NISRA Charity ride, a "branding", as you will. 
The Ride for Dreams still supports NISRA pro-
grams as it has always done, but now it may be 
a little easier to explain. Funds raised from the 
sales of raffle tickets and the participation in the 
ride are supporting the DREAMS many special 
kids. The DREAM of participating in recreation 
programs they may not have had the opportuni-
ty to otherwise. 

So be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, 
July 29, 2007, and help make Dreams come 
true. This is a day you won't want to miss. 

Our order to the Weather God is in. No liquid 
sunshine in 2007! This coming year's primary 
fundraising activity will be a raffle of $10,000 
total in cash prizes, with a 1st Prize of $5,000, 
2nd Prize $3,000, 3rd Prize $1, 000, and 4th 
Prize $ 500 and 5th Prize $ 500. Tickets for the 
raffle will be $10 each. Be sure you come to 
February's meeting to get your raffle tickets and 
more information. 

The charity event committee meets before the 
General Meeting, usually the first Tuesday of 
the month. So make that New Year's resolution 
and join us at 6:30 p.m. on February 6. In addi-
tion to raising money for NISRA, this years 
Charity Committee is all about FUN! There are 
still several opportunities available for Top Cat 
members to volunteer, join in on the FUN and 
make some Dreams come true! 

Contact any of the committee co-chairs about 
how you can help. 

Lynn Adams 	847-274-5774 
Greg Smith 
	

847-870-0957 
John LaMonica 	847-446-6362 



Thanks! 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Another year of good riding with Top Cats, it can be a 
local run, to the Smokies, across the Nebraska Plaines, or 
in the Black Hills. Behind the Strickler's, Bryan's, Heniffs, 
Riddick's, Scalzetti, Smith, Braun, Brandt's, Ryan or 
DeRosa, It was fun, safe, and an adventure. Thanks, all of 
you and the other leaders and riders that led rides in 
2006. Thanks to the Hornsby's for opening their home 
and the Malia Team for making a cold rainy day in 
September a successful annual event. John LaMonica, 
thanks for stepping up when the ROAR was floundering 
and being a big part of the Charity effort. All the com-
mittee chairs and committee members who are responsi-
ble for the activities, membership, ROAR, safety, meet-
ings, travel planning, taking pictures and 
more... THANKS. 

Where did we get Bob Carmody? Get another one. 

Is there anyone who isn't planning to go to Tennessee? 
The state concierge is the team of Mick & Cindy Bryan. 

The members of the Board of Directors fulfilled their 
respective roles as support for the committees and adher-
ence to the by-laws. Thanks to Jim Heniff, past president, 
for all the reminders and keeping so many things on 
track; thanks to Gary Brandt, our next president, and 
Carl Marcyan for always being conscientious with the 
club finances. Secretary Keith Zawila's recorded minutes 
were always ready within 12 hours of a meeting and 
always included all the un-editorialized facts. Don 
Schaffer brought several years of board experience with 
him and it showed. Thanks Don. Windy Krepel, Tom 
Malia, and Lynn Adams were new directors with a wealth 
of Top Cats history and personal talent who worked on 
behalf of their respective committees with the mantra of 
"what's best for this club". 

Again this year, I received more than I gave. Thank you 
all. Getting involved on a committee, working on a goal, 
committing some personal time gives one the opportuni-
ty to experience the individual effort so many Top Cats 
contribute. It also makes one humble to realize the cumu-
lative effort of so many is the driving force of this club. 
The by-laws are comprehensive enough to keep the 
objectives of the founders in play and loose enough to 
allow common sense and growth to accommodate 
changes. 

It's a riding club that's short on networking, long on good 
will, and divergent enough to embrace Tom's three "S" 
philosophy. We are a Social, Safe, and Service club that 
rides motorcycles as our primary link. 

In Addition... 
By Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

A tidbit of information was left out of my presentation during 
the January meeting. I would like to share it with you now. 

A few years back, the marketing arm of a major high - end 
helmet manufacturer stated that if your helmet was more 
than a few years old it was likely that a consideration should 
be given to replacing it. The insinuation was that a helmet life 
existed, not unlike the recommendation that you change 
your bike's oil every six months or 3000 miles. They offered a 
helmet evaluation through a toll free number. I called it. The 
company's tech rep was polite and didn't laugh when I told 
her why I was calling. She did make a light hearted comment 
about marketing people. I had to admit that there was at 
least a partial success in their strategy. I did respond. 

Seeing that I had a live, unaccented English speaking quali-
fied helmet expert, I inquired as to what was important. For 
the most part her response followed a common sense 
approach. If the wearer has gone down and bounced their 
helmeted head against anything, there is probably damage 
to the shell that is obvious and the impact absorbing materi-
al between the shell and the liner has been compromised. If 
the helmet is dropped or falls of the saddle of the bike the 
shell may have been weakened. Wear indicators such as torn 
liners, frayed chin straps and badly scarred face shields should 
alert the owner and cause them thought about a new lid. 

As I said, a common sense approach. The final circumstance 
she mentioned however was food for thought. If you found 
yourself in a poorly ventilated space and subjected to 
extremes of cold and heat how long do you think you would 
last? Does this sound like the bags on a motorcycle, particu-
larly a motorcycle in the Midwest. High humidity or its oppo-
site will also adversely affect the life of the crushable material 
found in most helmets. Maybe those marketing people did 
have some legitimacy to their claims after all. Any doubts, 
buy a new one. They are more advanced in just about every 
way. 

Here are a couple of hints for extending the useful life of your 
helmet. 

Store it in your home clean and in the bag that usu-
ally comes with it. 

The face shield will last longer if a wet towel, prefer-
ably warm, is laid over it for ten minutes or so to loosen and 
soften the debris splattered on it. This works on a bikes wind-
shield as well. 

Clean with hot soapy water and a soft cloth with the 
cleaning strokes going in the same direction. I am going to 
try a suggestion that was given to me recently. 

Place a laundry fabric softener sheet inside the hel-
met while it is stored. I am told it deals with humidity and I 
imagine it will make it smell better. 

Take care of your equipment, all of it, all the time. 

2006 was Fun, THANKS 
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